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great that the blows did not fall lightly. While the King was
striking them, the grand e'cuyer and the premier remained in
their places kneeling. The sword was returned as it had been
presented, and kissed in the same manner. Valouse put it back
into its sheath, after which the grand feuyer and the premier
ecuyer returned as they came.
This sword, handle included, was more than four feet long;
the blade four good digits wide, thick in proportion, insensibly
diminishing in thickness and width to the point, which was
very small. The handle appeared to me of worked enamel,
long and very large, as well as the pommel; the crossed piece
long, and the two ends wide, even, worked, without branch. I
examined it well, and I could not hold it in the air with one
hand, still less handle it with both hands except with much
difficulty. It is pretended that this is the sword the Great
Captain made use of, and with which he obtained so many
victories.
I marvelled at the strength of the men of those days, with
whom I believe early habits did much. I was touched by the
grand honour rendered to the Great Captain's memory; his
sword becoming the sword of the state, carried even by the
King with great respect. I repeated, more than once, that if I
were the Due de Scose (who descends in a direct line from the
Great Captain by the female branch, the male being extinct), I
would leave nothing undone to obtain the Toison, in order to
enjoy the honour and the sensible pleasure of being struck by
this sword, and with such great respect for my ancestor. But
to return to the ceremony from which this little digression has
taken me.
• The accolade being given by the King after the blows with
the sword, fresh oaths being taken at his feet, then before the
table as at first, and on this occasion at greater length, my son
returned and knelt before the King, but without saying any-
thing more. Then Grimaldo rose and, without reverence, left
the chapter by the left, went behind the right hand seats of
the chevaliers, and took the collar of the Toison which was
extended at the end of the table. At this moment, the King
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